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PREMIER’S AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN PUBLIC SECTOR MANAGEMENT - DEPARTMENT 
OF FISHERIES 

Statement by Minister for Fisheries 
HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral - Minister for Fisheries) [10.04 am]:  Mr President, last night the 
Premier’s Awards for Excellence in Public Sector Management were held - the eleventh year of the awards in 
Western Australia.  I am pleased to announce that the major award was taken out by the Department of Fisheries 
for an innovative project that has ensured the sustainability of one of Western Australia’s most valuable marine 
resources.  The department won the Award for Excellence for its “Recovery of Shark Bay’s Inner Gulf Pink 
Snapper Populations 1995-2006” project, which ensures that pink snapper stocks will be protected for 
generations to come.  Pink snapper stocks were at dangerously low levels 10 years ago, and what could have 
been a catastrophic situation was averted thanks to the department’s initiative, which involved working in 
partnership with the community to manage human impacts on the fish populations.  Significant benefits are now 
flowing on to the local community, fishing and tourism industries and to the state’s economy.  The project also 
won the Lifestyle and the Environment category of the awards, and this again demonstrates the department’s 
leadership and innovation in fisheries management. 

I also take this opportunity to wish retiring fisheries chief, Dr Peter Rogers, all the best for the future.  Peter has 
overseen a major transformation of the agency from one being principally focused on the commercial fishing 
sector to one with an influential and important role in sustainable recreational fisheries; the development of 
aquaculture; and the protection of fish habitats.  Peter can enjoy his retirement confident in the fact that his 
legacy has left the department in a strong position to continue being a world leader in fisheries resource 
management.  My congratulations go to the department on winning this major award and to Peter for his 
invaluable contribution.  

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Bruce 
Donaldson. 
 


